Loving men has always been risky business.
There's always the danger that you're projecting divine
qualities onto mere mortals and will end up disappointed.
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adulation. Though we are inspired by their accomplishments,
accomplishments alone don’t guarantee love. The men on

our list are achievers who make the risk worth taking. Call it the
Distinction factor—a combination of charisma, excellence, and
heart—but whatever it is, these guys have it, and we're glad they do. ¥




Ben Ford

There’s something about a man who
can cook. In Ben Ford we get a great
chef who also designs his own restau-
rants, and he’s funny; his dry sense of
humor can carch you off guard. And
how cool is it that he’s part of the

new scene simmering in Culver City
at his new restaurant, Ford’s Filling
Station, which he calls “a metaphor for
all sorts of things”? In the wradition of
European gastro-pubs, you get yummy
food and you don’t have to ger all
dressed up. And he handles the whole

movie star’s son thing really well.

Class must come
with the DNA.
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Dennis Hopper

Dennis Hopper is 1n a category of one. It’s hard to think
of anyone else who has gone as far out on a limb as he has
and not only survived but thrived, and continues to do
interesting work. But compliment him on the balance he’s
found and his guileless response is, “I have no balance.
You call this balance?” There’s no denying that this actor,
director, painter, photographer, and cultural icon—thanks
to Easy Rider, and that indelible image of Dennis on a
Harley—has the air of a man comfortable in his own skin,
as we've seen consistently in his more than 50-year acting
career. Take a walk through the current exhibit of
Hopper’s paintings and photographs at the Ace Gallery in
L.A. (and we do mean a walk; the installation covers the
gallery’s 33,000 square feet) to get a look at Hopper’s tal-
ent for zeroing in on images that speak volumes. We love
looking at the world (L.A., Osaka, London, Prague, and
“The French Room”) through his eyes, and that he was in
the L.A. art scene when it was just beginning to take
hold. Back then, he never left home without his camera,
and when he showed up recently at Ace, he had one slung
over his shoulder. Does he still always carry one? “Only
when I'm being interviewed, or I just got out of my car
and don’t want it stolen.” Said without guile, of course,
but with plenty of sparkle.

Dr. Hans Keirstead

While stem-cell research is hotly debated in the political
arena, Canadian-born doctor Hans Keirstead, associate
professor at University of California Irvine, is creating
heat for the exciting work and results coming out of his
lab. Garnering federally approved embryonic stem cells for
spinal cord research put him on 60 Minutes. On the show,
Keirstead uttered a statement that for
many was the equivalent of an answered
prayer. “I have never in my career seen a
biclogical tool as powerful (for healing)
as stem eells.” Though excited about
the medical possibilities, Keirstead is
quick to add thar the work is still at the
experimental stage. Doesn’t matter.
We're excited about the possibilities, and
so are the Californians who in the 2004
election vored to allocate $3 billion in
state money for further stem-cell study.
While challenges in the courts have
stalled funding, Keirstead perseveres.
You have to love a man who just might
come up with a miracle or two.
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