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Casual
marks
the hot
spot
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© S our little group.

rounds the corner, we

can see the waiters at

the Italian restau-

rant look up with

hope written all over their faces.

But like the couple hurrying by

just ahead of us, we walk right on

past. Some advice: Don’t make

eye contact, it’s just too painful,

The Italian place is almost

empty, yet a few doors down, the

new Ford’s Filling Station is a ri-
otous clamor.

People are spilling out the
door as newcomers wriggle their
way up tothe host’s podium. The
bar is three deep, with the lucky
ones perched on stools around a
few high tables. Out front, there's
a whole other scene, with people
sprawled on metal chairs, wait-
ing for friends or lighting up a
smoke.

Never underestimate the pull
of celebrity. This “filling station”

' is owned by Ben Ford, the chef
. and the son of Harrison. And
[See Ford, Page F9)
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BUZZ: Ben Ford keeps busy at




