
Spring Land Sale!
1 to 3 AC from the low 

$100’s!
Save $15,000 to $25,000 on prime San Antonio acreage,

now through 3/28

1-877-295-5263 x44
or visit: www.terramonttx.com
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The Beauty of the Texas Hill Country
with the Convenience of San Antonio!

BONUS:
Pay no
closing
costs!

Call
now

D
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Actor Graves dies
Peter Graves, who fought evil
conspirators on TV’s “Mission:
Impossible,” was 83. Page 6A

Spying network
Defense official now working at
Lackland reportedly set up program
to help track, kill militants. Page 8A

NCAA TOURNAMENT Aggies 
win 
Big 12 
women’s 
titlePlus:Pl

Brackets, capsules on all 65 teams
■ Outlook for Baylor, A&M and Texas
■ Who are the bracket busters?
■ Seven Texas teams make the cut SPORTSSPORTS

LA UNION, Mexico — Gunmen believed
linked to drug traffickers shot an American
consulate worker and her husband to death in
the violence-wracked border town of Ciudad
Juárez over the weekend, leaving their baby
wailing in the back seat of their car, authorities
said Sunday. 

They also killed the husband of another con-
sulate employee and wounded his two young
children. 

Saturday’s shootings appeared to be the first
deadly attacks on U.S. officials and their fam-
ilies by Mexico’s powerful drug organizations.
They came during a particularly bloody week-
end in which nearly 50 people were killed
around the country in drug gang violence, in-
cluding attacks in Acapulco as U.S. college stu-
dents began arriving for Spring Break. 

The killings followed threats against U.S. dip-

Trio tied
to U.S.
Consulate
are killed

VIOLENCE IN MEXICO

Juárez slayings thought
linked to drug gangs
BY MARC LACEY 
AND GINGER THOMPSON

New York Times

See VIOLENCE/6A

Paella party at the Pearl

San Antonio native Emily Ford watches as her husband, Ben Ford, executive chef at Ford’s Filling Station in Cul-
ver City, Calif., adds chopped onions to his paella base Sunday on the Pearl Brewery grounds during a cook-off
at the first Cocina de las Americas. The festival served as a way to raise money for scholarships, student travel in
Spain and dropout prevention. Ford, the son of actor Harrison Ford, won the cook-off. Story in Metro, 11A

JENNIFER WHITNEY/SPECIAL TO THE EXPRESS-NEWS

WASHINGTON — Senate
Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell had a little politi-
cal advice last week for Presi-
dent Barack Obama and the
Democrats: Don’t pass the
president’s health care legis-
lation because you risk losing
the midterm elections. 

Obama laughed about it af-
terward. 

“I generally wouldn’t take
advice about what’s good for
Democrats” from McConnell,
he told an audience in Penn-
sylvania. But he conceded
that “that’s what members of
Congress are hearing right
now on the cable shows and
in sort of the gos-

Repercussions
likely to follow
health care vote
Failure could harm Obama’s
standing with Democrats, but
passage may further anger GOP. 
BY PETER BAKER

New York Times

See POLITICS/4A

We relish
the idea of
Republicans
running on
the tea
party
mantle of
repeal.”
DAN PFEIFFER
White House
communications
director

ANALYSIS

Runaway Prius case
Investigators reportedly couldn’t produce the acceleration
a Californian said he experienced on a freeway. Business, 9A

This isn’t the mush your daddy got served —
if he ever did time in Bexar County Jail. 

To cultivate better inmate behavior, and
make some money, jail officials are allowing
friends and loved ones to special order, via the
Internet, hot meals for delivery to prisoners. 

In allowing food services contractor Ara-
mark to initiate its “iCare” online ordering sys-
tem, officials expect it to bring in $15,000 yearly
in new revenue for operations at the chronical-
ly overcrowded jail, the biggest expense in
Sheriff Amadeo Ortiz’s $100 million-plus bud-
get.

The novel service offers a limited menu, but
it’s gaining in popularity “as word has spread
among families,” said Darrell Wagner, who 

A reprieve from
jailhouse chow
Program letting loved ones order
burgers, pizza for Bexar inmates
expected to bring more money.
BY GUILLERMO X. GARCIA 

ggarcia@express-news.net

See JAIL FOOD/4A

When Erick Fermin, 15, talks
about education, it’s with a kind
a reverence rarely expressed by
teenagers. 

“I just want to be in school
every day,” he said one recent af-
ternoon. 

It’s also a new attitude for Er-
ick, who has struggled with
math and with discipline prob-

lems. He failed the fifth and
eighth grades.

To help him catch up, San An-
tonio Independent School Dis-
trict placed Erick in a program
in which he earns eighth-grade
and high school credits at the
same time. 

If all goes well, Erick will by-
pass his freshman year and en-
ter high school next year as a 

Twain Prin-
cipal Gary
Pollock
speaks with
Diana
Ochoa, 15,
in a Middle
School Part-
ners class.
The pro-
gram is for
students
two or
more years
older than
most of
their class. 

BILLY CALZADA/gcalzada@express-news.net

Program tries to get
students back on track
SAISD targets those in
middle school who fell
behind their peers.
BY LINDSAY KASTNER 

lkastner@express-news.net

See STUDENTS/4A

DROPOUTS: Documentary
examines high rate among black,
Hispanic males. Metro, 11A


